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BOOK REVIEWS. 91 

A Treatise on the Writ oe Habeas Corpus, with Practice and 
Forms. By William S. Church. San Francisco: Bancroft- Whitney 
Co., 1893. 

As far as the writer knows the only other work exclusively devoted 
to this subject is Judge Hurd's Treatise, the last edition of which ap- 
peared in 1876. Mr. Church's book was first published in 1884. Since 
that date considerable change has been effected in the law of the writ of 
habeas corpus, particularly in the Federal Courts, by the passage of the 
Appellate Courts Act of March 3, 1891, which fact, together with the 
large number of recently decided cases on the subject, render a fresh 
appearance of the work particularly acceptable. 

Two new chapters have been added ; one on the "Nature of the 
Writ," the other on " Appellate Practice. " The former, which begins 
with an elaborate definition of the writ, serves as an excellent introduc- 
tion to the succeeding chapters, embracing almost the entire general 
treatment of the subject, with the exception of the historical side. The 
chapter on "Appellate Practice " is a useful if not necessary addition to 
the work, treating fully of the nature of an appeal in habeas corpus cases, 
as well as sumarizing the instances under which the appeal can betaken. 

By no means the least interesting and important feature of the 
treatise is the writ historically considered. The author admirably traces 
his subject from the Roman interdict " De libero homine exhibendo" 
through Magna Charta to the famous statute of Charles II. To this 
subject he devotes a chapter. Continuing, he gives us the general 
history of the writ in the colonies and subsequently in the United States, 
and adds a separate chapter containing the more important Federal 
statutes. 

The work concludes with a convenient collection of the various 
forms, used in the habeas corpus proceedings from the petition to the 
return, as well as miscellaneous forms. 

The author's style is much to be admired. It is clear and excep- 
tionally intelligible even to the lay mind, and for that reason none the 
less valuable to the professional man. The discussions are liberally and 
aptly illustrated, and plentifully supplied with references and notes. 
The notes on the chapter devoted to the evidence are especially of value. 

We wish we could say as much for the physical structure of the 
work as its literary character unquestionably deserves. 

A thousand pages are too many to be crowded into one volume, 
especially in the case of a text-book, which, more than any other book, 
a lawyer finds occasion to take home with him. Besides, the lack of 
durability of very thick books is familiar to all lawyers. The work 
should have been divided into two volumes. The printing, too, is thin, 
and at times indistinct, although the headings, with which the sections 
are distinguished, are clear enough. A list of more than 3000 cases is 
appended. 

W. S. E. 



